[The presence and polymorphism of genes encoding serine protease autotransporters (spate) among the Escherichia coli isolated in the region of Gdansk from children with diarrhea].
The group of 96 strains ofEscherichia coli isolated from children with diarrhea were investigated towards the presence and polymorphism of genes encoding autotransporters that belong to the group of proteins named SPATE (Serine Protease Autotransporters ofEnterobacteriaceae). Based on the results of restriction analysis of the products of PCR reaction 8 different types of genes encoding SPATE were detected. It was found that 39 strains contained one gene of SPATE, 15 strains contained two different genes and 3 different genes were detected in the case of 3 strains. The analysis of combination of presence of genes encoding SPATE let us divide the investigated group of strains into 17 different genotypes. The analysis of polymorphism of genes encoding SPATE seems to be very promising tool for exploring the genetic diversity among pathogenic E. coli.